But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:16 ESV
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How the Reformers Rediscovered
the Holy Spirit and True Conversion

Luther’s story is well known; Calvin’s less so. Luther was wrestling with the concept
of the righteousness of God, and had come to hate it; Calvin had an immense thirst
for a secure knowledge of God, but had not found it. While not the whole truth,
there is something in the notion that Luther was looking for a gracious God while
Calvin was seeking for a true and assured knowledge of him.

In Luther’s case, the ordinances of late medieval Catholicism could not “give the
guilty conscience peace or wash away the stain.” In Calvin’s case, neither the Church
nor the immense intellectual discipline he had displayed in his teens and early
twenties, and certainly not all his acquisition of the skills of a post-medieval
humanist scholar, could bring him to an assured knowledge of God.

ROMANS 1:16

For all the differences in their backgrounds, educations, dispositions, and
personalities, a good case can be made for thinking that Romans 1:16ff played a
crucial role in the conversion narratives of both these reformers. We know that
Luther wrestled hard with the meaning of Romans 1:16-17. He came to hate the
words, finding in them an insoluble conundrum. How can “the righteousness of God”
be constitutive of the good news of which Paul was so unashamed? Luther felt
keenly that all it did was to damn him.

But then, as he later wrote, his eyes were opened. He had, as it were, been blind
while reading the text; he had seen the words, he had not grasped their meaning.
Now he saw that this righteousness was the righteousness of God by which the
sinner is justified. The gates of paradise swung open; he felt himself to be born
again.

Calvin seems to have been deeply affected by the verses that follow in Romans
1:18ff on the knowledge of God revealed, possessed, repressed, exchanged for
idolatry, and ultimately abandoned by humanity—with faith in Jesus Christ as the
alone path back to knowing God. Certainly, Ford Lewis Battles, the translator of the
final Latin edition (1559) of Calvin’s The Institutes of the Christian Religion thought
so. |l aminclined to agree, given the tenor of Calvin’s theology and its constant focus
on knowing God the Father through the Son and by the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

WHAT WAS THE REFORMATION ABOUT?

If asked, most of us might instinctively say that the Reformation was about
justification or about (the later coined) sola fide, sola gratia, sola scriptura, solus
Christus, and soli Deo Gloria. But in fact, it was about much more.

For none of these five solas exists in isolation from the others or more especially in
isolation from the Holy Spirit. He is the sine qua non of each. Thus, the Reformation
was a rediscovery of the Holy Spirit. Calvin, as B.B. Warfield famously remarked, was
“the theologian of the Holy Spirit.” Faith is not born in us apart from the Spirit. Grace
saves and keeps, but it is not a substance received by us but the disposition of God
toward us that is made known to us only through the Spirit. The Scriptures come to



us from the mouth of God, as the Spirit breathes out the Word of God through
human authors. Furthermore, as Calvin stressed, all that Christ has done for us is of
no value to us unless we are united to him—and this takes place through the Spirit.
He thus brings glory to the Father and the Son.

What then did the Reformers discover? Luther’s references to the Spirit, like most
of his theology, are not found tidily packed in their own separate compartment.
Calvin comes nearer to a systematic presentation in The Institutes. But both made a
simple but monumental discovery.

A REDISCOVERY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Increasingly over the centuries, the Church had usurped the role of the Holy Spirit
in the economy of salvation. The most obvious indication of that emerged in the
way—indeed quasi-physical way—grace and salvation were mediated to the
individual through the sacraments. In a sense, for all practical purposes, salvation
was locked up in the sacraments—with the keys kept safely in the pockets of the
priests and prelates of the Church.

The consequences of this were theologically and existentially disastrous. The role of
the Spirit had been usurped; his authority was sequestered by the priesthood.
Consequently, instead of experiencing assurance of forgiveness and personal
knowledge of God, both of which are the birth right of every true child of God,
members of the Church were kept in doubt and suspense about their salvation. As
Luther saw, they were being urged to build up righteousness with the aid of the
sacraments, so that, perhaps, they just might develop a faith so suffused with
perfect love that they would have become justifiable.

This was the medieval doctrine of “heaven helps those who help themselves,” the
justification of those who have been made just, the justification of the
righteous-by-sacramental cooperation. While the system enabled the Church to
claim this justification was “by grace,” this grace was never “alone.” It required
co-operation and progress. But how could people be sure they had “done enough”?
No one could be sanguine about his or her salvation. How could they be?

It was just here, for Luther and Calvin, that the Holy Spirit entered, opening eyes to
the fact that all our salvation and every part of it is found in Christ alone (as Calvin
loved to say); here the Holy Spirit entered, opening blind eyes, melting hardened
affections, and drawing forth the response of saving faith.

No wonder Luther felt himself born again, and that “the Gates of Paradise had been
flung open.”

No wonder, if Calvin experienced his “sudden” or “unexpected” conversion when he
realized the Church had taught him “knowledge falsely so-called.” She had wrongly
interposed herself between the believer and Christ. But then the Spirit came and
Calvin discovered that every part of salvation is found in Christ alone.

No wonder then, that John Knox said the explanation for the Reformation was that
God gave the Holy Spirit to ordinary men in great abundance.

https://www.9marks.org/article/how-the-reformers-rediscovered-the-holy-spirit-and-true-conversion/



Order of Service

WORSHIP & COMMUNION SUNDAY
October 2, 2022 at 10:40am

THEME: “The Spirit and the Church”

1. Call to Worship 9. Hymn 157: The Way of the Cross vs 1 & 2
2. Announcements 10. Special Music

3. Meditation & Invocation 11. Sermon - Bro. Trevor Francis

4. Chorus: So glad to be here in Jesus name 12. Hymn 817: Have Thine Own Way vs 1 & 2
5. Hymn 26: Come thou Fount vs 1 & 2 13. Distribution of Elements

6. Hymn173: It CleansethMe vs 1 & 2 14. Communion Song

7. Scripture Reading: 1John1:1-10 NKJ 15. Hymn 644: Help Somebody Today vs 1& 4
8. Prayer & Offertory: He's all over me and 16. Benediction

« Give thanks for 66 years of ministry of the ¢ For grace for our shut-in members.

Berean Bible Church * For the many Berean Churches in the
¢ For the reduction of COVID-19 cases and DR Congo.
deaths. ¢ For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
« Against gang culture and gun violence. Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,
¢ For comfort for families who have recently  Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
lost loved ones. * For entreprenuers and those seeking
¢ For the ministry and wellbeing of our employment.
Pastor and family. ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.

¢ For healing for our sick members.

CALENDAR REMINDER
OCT 7: 7pm - OPEN MIC (Songs, Testimonies & other Talents).
OCT 8: 1pm - 5pm - BEREAN WELLNESS DAY. (In the Spirit of Good Health).
OCT 11: SHUT-INS DAY Remembering through Prayer / Special Treats
OCT 15: 4pm - PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE
OCT 16: 10am - ANNIVERSARY CHURCH SERVICE
OCT 19: 7pm - FINANCIAL LITERACY PRESENTATION
OCT 21: 7pm - TREASURE HUNT UNDER THE STARS (Team Event)
OCT 22: 4pm - BEREAN BIBLE CHALLENGE (Team Event)
OCT 29: 6pm - MUSIC FOR THE SPIRIT CONCERT feat. B'dos Police Service Band

YY)

October Birthdays

1 - Tehya Haynes 13 - Ethan Boyce 23 - Kimberley Gaskin
3 - Gabrielle Licorish 14 - Ryan Bayne 27 - Alexander Alleyne
8 - Margo Johnson 17 - Leeann Wells 30 - Tameisha Gittens
9 - Jennifer Piggott 19 - Alicia Harewood
9 - Joshua Wharton 20 - Angel Gittens
Anniversaries @0
5 - Paul & Malivia Garnes 24 - Clyde & Melissa Lucas
5 - Ricardo & Sheryl Parris 25 - Carl & Delores Ward

16 - Chris & Deirdre Boyce



