For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.
1Cor 3:9 ESV
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The Reformation and the Glory of God

John Piper

The Protestant Reformation was fundamentally a controversy with the Roman Catholic
Church over how helpless we really are in our deadness and guilt. The Reformers believed
that only grace could raise us from the dead, and only Christ could become our punishment
and our perfection. These two miracles—of life from the dead and wrath removed—could
only be received as a gift through faith. They could never be merited or earned, all so that
the entire transaction would culminate soli Deo Gloria—to the glory of God alone.

1. What is the glory of God?

The basic meaning of holy is “separated” from the common. When you carry that definition
all the way to the infinite “separation” of God from all that is common, the effect is to make
him the infinite “one-of-a-kind”—like the rarest and most perfect diamond in the world.

From cover to cover, the great dominating reality of the Bible is that this infinitely valuable,
infinitely pure and beautiful divine uniqueness shines forth through creation and through all
the acts of God in history and in redemption as the glory of God, that is, the outward
radiance of the intrinsic worth and beauty and greatness of his manifold perfections.

| refer to the radiance of the beauty of his “manifold perfections” because the Bible can
speak of the glory of God’s might (2 Thessalonians 1:9), the glory of God’s grace (Ephesians
1:6), and so on. Every attribute of God is a facet in the diamond that is the glory of God. If
God lost any of his attributes, he would be less glorious. Indeed, he would not be God.

So when | speak of the glory of God, | am not treating it as something God possesses, as if
it’s different from his own essence. No, God’s glory is the radiance of the worth and beauty
and greatness of God himself to be spiritually seen and savored and shown by his
redeemed people.

2. Why is the glory of God the goal of everything?

God wanted it this way. This was his plan from eternity. This was his purpose and design in
all creation, all history, and all redemption. God created, sustains, governs, and saves in
such a way as to reveal his glory.

It all began with his purpose in creation: “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm
19:1). That’s what they are for. “Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of
the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom |
formed and made” (Isaiah 43:6-7).

This purpose extends to everything God does: “God works all things according to the
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of
his glory” (Ephesians 1:11-12). “From him and through him and to him are all things. To him
be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:36).

Why is there such a vastness of uninhabited galaxies and only one tiny dot of human
existence? This universe is not intended to portray the importance of man or even creation
itself. God intends it all to give us some inkling of his own grandeur and majesty. And it is
an understatement.

God created and sustains and governs and justifies the ungodly soli Deo gloria.



3. How is God glorified most fully by his justified people?

| am a Christian Hedonist. | believe that God is most glorified in his justified people when
those justified people are most satisfied in him. And | believe that the pastors and theolo-
gians who wrote the great summary of Reformation teaching in the Westminster
Catechism were giving expression to this as well when they said, “Man’s chief end is to
glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

They did not just say that our goal is to glorify God, but to glorify God and enjoy him. And
they did not call glorifying and enjoying two ends, but one singular end. They discerned
what Paul meant when he said, “To die is gain” (Philippians 1:20). The way Christ’s supreme
beauty and value would shine brightest would be for Paul to be most satisfied in
Christ—even in suffering, and ultimately death.

God planned for us to discover his glory as all-satisfying, not because our happiness is the
ultimate aim of the universe, but because the all-glorious God—the ultimate value in the
universe—is shown to be the supreme Treasure when he becomes the supreme Pleasure of
his people.

4. If God alone gets the glory, what about our glorification?

When we say “soli Deo gloria”’—“to God alone be glory”—we should mean: Whatever glory
is shared with man is a glory that calls attention ultimately to the source and end of all
things—the glory of God alone.

The Bible is stunningly clear that the children of God will be glorified with the glory God.

We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John
3:2)

Those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:30)

Why is God so intent on making us glorious with his own glory? The reason for this is not
hard to see. Jesus said his aim for us is that his joy—his divine joy—might be in us and our
joy might be full (John 15:11; 17:13). But you can’t put the jet engine of a 747 in a tiny Smart
Car. You can’t fit the volcano of God’s joy in the teacup of my unglorified soul. You can’t
put all-glorious joy in inglorious people. We will be glorified, because it is the only way we
can be fully satisfied in God, so that God alone will be fully glorified in us (John 17:24-26).

| hope you feel drawn to Jesus—to embrace him by faith. Because all of us who trust him,
no matter how sinful we have been, are now justified by grace alone, with no merited favor
whatever, on the basis of Christ alone, with no other sacrifice or righteousness as the
foundation, through the means of faith alone, not including any human works whatsoever,
to the end that we might enjoy God alone as the supreme Treasure of our lives, and so
display that all glory belongs ultimately to him alone.

https://www.9marks.org/article/the-reformation-and-the-glory-of-god/
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WEEKEND
of Services

You are invited to join us on:
Sat, 12th Oct | Praise Service - 5:30pm

Sun, 13th Oct | Sunday Worship - 10:40am
Sun, 13th Oct | Evening Service - 6:00pm_

Dr. Pierre Cannings - GUEST SPEAKER

Dr. Cannings, Dean of Dallas Theological Seminary
(Houston) and the Executive Assistant Pastor at
Living Word Fellowship Church in Houston, Texas,
has a heart for gospel ministry in the Caribbean.

SHARE THE WORD
MAKE DISCIPLES Matthew 28:19a

info@bereanbarbados.org www.bereanbarbdos.org
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s Oct, Prayer and Fast 7:00 AM

6 Oct. Presentation: Christianity & Al 6:00 PM

12 Oct. Praise Service 5:30 PM
13 Oct.  Anniversary Service 10:40 AM
13 Oct. Evening Service 6:00 PM

18 Oct.  Combined Youth Fellowship 7:00 PM

19 Oct. Open Conversations 3:00 PM 7\

26 Oct. Berean Blble Challenge 5:00 PM JUSSES
o | 27 Oct. Evangellsm Open Air: Grazettes 4:15 PM , i -~
i S e A

SHARE THE WORD MAKE DISCIPLES

Matthew 28:19a
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Order of Service

WORSHIP & COMMUNION SUNDAY
October 6, 2024 at 10:40am

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sis. Alicia Harewood

MEDITATION OPENING, PRAYER OF ADORATION & INVOCATION: Bro. Elon Richards
HYMN 22: The Church’s One Foundation

HYMN 184: Hallelujah! What a Saviour

OT READING: Exodus 19 Bro. Alfred Drayton

NT READING: Luke 19:1-27 Sis. Ezra Gilbert

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Bro. Richard Pierce

HYMN 20: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & OFFERTORY: Deacon Nicholas Williams
OFFERTORY HYMN 610: Give of Your Best to the Master
INTERCESSORY PRAYER: Bro. Alfred Drayton

SPECIAL MUSIC: Berean Bible Church Choir (Bless the Lord)

HYMN 635: Dare to Be a Daniel

SERMON: Bro. Christopher Boyce

COMMUNION HYMN: Behold the Lamb (1 & 2)

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS

COMMUNION HYMN: Behold the Lamb (Last 2 Verses)

BENEDICTION: Berean Bible Church Choir (May God Bless You and Keep You)

¢ Our 68th Anniversary Thanksgiving * For healing for our sick members and grace

:  Celebrations for our shut-in members. :

.+ The appointment of Elders and the  For the Berean Churches, Grazettes,
proposed building project. Dominica, Grenada and DR Congo.

¢ The Share the Word; Make Disciples 5k Walk ¢ For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
¢ For comfort to those who are grieving the Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,

loss of loved ones. Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
¢ For the persecuted church. ¢ For our unemployed members to find
: ¢ For God’s Word to be faithfully preached. meaningful employment.

¢ Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of our * For the peace of Jerusalem. Psalm 122:6-8
Pastor and family.

October Birthdays

3 - Gabrielle Licorish 9 - Jennifer Piggott 14 - Ryan Bayne
8 - Margo Johnson 13 - Ethan Boyce 19 - Alicia Harewood

October Anniversaries @0

Paul & Malivia Garnes 24 - Clyde & Melissa Lucas
- Ricardo & Sheryl Parris 25 - Carl & Delores Ward
16 - Christopher & Deirdre Boyce 31 - Richard & Frances Pierce
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