8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,

Christ died for us.
ROMANS 5:8

THEME 2025: “WORSHIP KING JESUS” REV 19:16b

FOR GOD SO

BEREAN BIBLE CHURCH

Worship Service & Communion
Sunday, 2 February, 2025

Worship Services In-person & Online 10:40am & 6pm
O https://www.youtube.com/user/bereanbarbados/live
ﬁ https://www.facebook.com/BereanBarbados/live

Sunday School In-person 9:30 - 1015am
© ZOOM links provided

Midweek In-person & Online Service (Wednesday)
Noon & 7:30 pm | ZOOM links provided

Youth Service in-person 7Zpm (Friday)

WhatsApp 845 - 5752 or Tel: 426 - 4707 WOLSh e
email: info@bereanbarbados.org KI N G

www.bereanbarbados.org JESUS




The Kingdom of God Is Ruled
by the Author of Love

The Foundation of the Kingdom of God Is Love

The primary operating praxis and character of the kingdom of God is love. Love is not characterized
by cultural conquest, withdrawal, exclusion, or political agendas. The rule and reign of God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit compel a praxis-oriented life of love. The person and work of Christ make
properly ordered love possible and provide an image of what love looks like in practice. God is the
author of love, and his rule over all of life is an extension of his love. To help his followers understand
the dynamic reign and rule of the kingdom of God, Jesus sums up what it means to be properly
human by teaching that the greatest commandment for us is to “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself” (Luke 10:27). The Bible gives God’s instruction for how to love him well and people made in
his image. Scripture teaches us what it means to be faithful stewards over the whole creation.
People of the kingdom are people who hunger to practice the art of well-ordered love.

The good news of the gospel is that the hostility of the heart toward God and disordered love
toward others are transformed into new affections with a new disposition toward God and all that he
desires for his creation.1 As Christ commands, the primary motive and direction for life in the
kingdom of God is love. But to love God is easier said than done. Love for God is the dispositional
center of affection, volition, intellect, satisfaction, joy, and goodwill in relation to all that God is.2
Love for God is a life oriented around an uncompromising commitment to love the things God loves.
Properly loving one’s neighbor predisposes one to a commitment to seeking the good of the other.
David Jones explains it this way:

Love for our neighbor is beneficent affection for persons like ourselves. Love acts for the good of
others out of affection for them, which influences the perception of what truly serves their interest
and how it may be carried out in the diverse circumstances of human life.

To love in this way requires that we understand what it means to love ourselves within a context
of intimacy with God. To “love your neighbor as yourself” demands that we love ourselves well. To
love oneself wellis to do what is necessary to sustain one’s life and to fulfill one’s responsibility to
preserve one’s human dignity, holiness, chastity, property, and reputation and to bring glory to God
the Creator.4 As such, there is nothing sinful about one’s desire to pursue one’s best interests. Our
best interests are to function in concert with God’s best interest for his world (Deut. 10:13; Matt.
6:33; 1 Pet. 3:10-12).5 Sin, however, corrupts what we believe to be our self-interest and leads us to
treat others in ways that undermine both their dignity and ours. With love-oriented motives the
direction of life in the kingdom becomes more clearly understood as willfully obeying the guidance
that God gives about what it means to be truly human. It is an obedient love that submits to God’s
authority, desires to be guided by his instruction, and determines to carry out his will prudently.6
Jesus says that those who love him will obey what he commands (John 14:15). This type of love is not
an autocratic, coerced love—if there is such a thing—but a love characterized by willful
reciprocation out of gratitude because of God’s pursuant, liberating, and transformative love first
shown to the people of the kingdom (1 John 4:7-21).



The means that God has given his people to properly love him and their neighbors include God’s
revelation in creation, his Word, the church, and so on, all working through the empowering presence
and operation of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus teaches about the connection between love and
obedience, he is quick to remind the disciples that the Holy Spirit will be present to help, comfort, and
counsel an obedient love in the kingdom (John 14:16; 15:26; 16:7). The praxis of the kingdom of God
depends entirely on the activity of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and as such guarantees that the
goals and ends of the kingdom will be accomplished.

Praxis as the Pursuit of Holiness

The application of loving God demands a life of hungering and thirsting for righteousness. The whole
redemptive story is a story of God using the holiness of his people to accomplish mysteriously his
redemptive will for the world. Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of heaven in the Beatitudes explains the
normality of desiring holiness for those in the kingdom: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matt. 5:6). There is a great satisfaction that comes when
one’s life is desperate for holiness because by this one fulfills what it means to be made in the image
and likeness of God. Righteousness is living out what it means to be truly human. Not to be a person
desperate for righteousness is to set oneself up for the disordered love of self, neighbor, and creation.
Unrighteousness provides a platform for the proliferation of sin and brokenness. As such, the church
of Jesus Christ is a community of Jesus-followers committed to doing what is true, honorable, just,
pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise (Phil. 4:8).

Praxis as Loving Others Properly as Image Bearers of God

For followers of Jesus Christ, loving the other has a specific orientation. If we are to love others wellwe
must see people as more than material beings needing material solutions. This materialist
assumption is a child of atheism that seeks to sever human beings from their souls. Anthony
Hoekema argues that God preserves all of his creation and that every human person is therefore
dependent on God daily for his or her existence. Because of the uniqueness of being soul-constrained
beings in distinction from the rest of creation, we cannot love others well without sharing the message
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Because of the effects of the fall, every human being sins against the
holiness of God the Creator by using God-given capacities in the service of Satan.7 The only remedy for
this soul condition is the liberation, redemption, and rescue of this fallen state by God’s sovereign
intervention through the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works through the teaching of the
gospel to bring those we love to repentance and faith in the person and work of Christ. The full
restoration of human dignity is achieved through the human person’s union with Christ. The praxis of
the kingdom of God, then, requires the regular practice of evangelism.

By extension, the primary forms of love for people in the kingdom of God are what Jesus called the
weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness (Matt. 23:23).8 Jesus’ identification of
these weightier matters is derived from the Old Testament emphasis that justice, mercy, and
faithfulness comprise the essence of all that God is calling his people to be and to do.9 This triad is
summarized in Micah 6:8: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness [mercy], and to walk humbly with your God?” It reminds us
that believing the good news of salvation in the work and person of Christ is the beginning of living a life
of justice, mercy, and faithfulness.

In sum, love is the foundation, orientation, and greatest application of kingdom praxis. Love is the
first principle of the kingdom that governs all other principles.

by: Anthony B. Bradley



Worship & Communion Service
February 2, 2025, 10:40 a.m.
“Worship King Jesus”

WELCOME @010: 40 AM

AMNOUNCEMENTS: Sister Esther Lord-Graham

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARY ANMCOUNCEMENTS

MEDITATION

OPENING PRAYER OF ADORATION & INVOCATION: Brother Elan Richards

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 820: Gad Is So Good (Key: F)

CONGREGATIONAL HYMMN B00: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Mame {(Key: Bb)

OT SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus Chapter 36, Verses 8-18

MNT SCRIPTURE READIMG: John Chaptar 6, Verses 41-51 {read by Jordan Hunte)
Jaohn Chapter 6, Verses 52-59 (read by Peytan Garnes)

FEAYER OF CONFESSION: Brother Alfred Drayton

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 143: The Strife is O'er (Key: Eb)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & OFFERTORY: Brother Carl Ward

OFFERTORY HYMN 610: Give of Yaur Best ta the Master {Key: Eb)

INTERCESSORY PRAYER: Brother Christopher Boyce

SPECIAL MINISTRY: Berean Bible Church Choir (Before the Throne of Gad Above)

SERMON: Pastor Paul Garnes

COMMUNION HYMN: Behold the Lamb (First 2 Verses)

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS

CONTINUATION OF COMMUNION HYMN: Behald the Lamb {Last 2 Verses)

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: Majesty, Warship His Majasty (Key: G)

BEMEDICTION

For comfort to those who are grieving. ¢ For healing for our sick members and

¢ For His Kingdom advance as we grace for our shut-in members.
continue the Gospel advance. ¢ For the Berean Churches, Grazettes,
¢ For IBYC and the Grenada missions trip Dominica, Grenada and DR Congo.
¢ For the persecuted church. ¢ For the friends of Berean - The
¢ The appointment of Elders and the Gilmours, Haecks, Hulls, Moores,
proposed building project. Montagues, Porchers, Rogers, Rudders
¢ For God’s Word to be faithfully and Taylors.
preached. ¢ For unemployed members to find
¢ Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of meaningful employment.
our Pastor and family. ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.
* For our government. Psalm 122:6-8

February Birthdays

1 - Tony Montague 13 - Fabian Lamontange 23 - Sheryl Parris

7 - Genifer Bayne 16 - Nathan Neblett 24 - Lauraine Bovell
8 - Maliqua Cherubin 19 - Betty Mendes 28- Angello Alleyne
1 - Judy Wiltshire 23 - Doreen Graham

Anniversaries €0
10 - Adrian & Susan Greenidge



